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striped bass. It created the Federal en-
forcement mechanism for the plan, au-
thorized studies of the causes of the de-
cline, and provided for regular popu-
lation assessments. This law assured
that the States would adopt the tough
regulations that were required to bring
the species back.

Madam Speaker, the Stripped Bass
Act has turned out to be a huge suc-
cess. After a period of persistently low
populations in the 1980’s, the species
has rebounded to its highest levels in
the last 30 years. The sacrifices that
fishermen coast-wide have made to
bring the stripers back have paid off,
and my constituents in New Jersey as
well as all striper fishermen from
North Carolina to Maine can once
again count this fish among the abun-
dant natural resources with which our
region is blessed.

This bill reauthorizes the Striped
Bass Act for the next 3 years. It au-
thorizes continued funding for the pop-
ulation assessments and adds studies of
stripers to related species. Although
stripers are recovered, they are still at
risk from the numerous natural and
man-made factors. This bill will ensure
that we remain vigilant so that we can
protect the gains that we have made in
recent years.

The House passed this bill on July 8;
the Senate has now passed the legisla-
tion with several amendments. The
amendments make small changes re-
lated to the Secretary of Interior’s role
in enforcement, authorize a socio-
economic study on the benefits of At-
lantic striped bass resource, and clarify
provisions regarding striped bass regu-
lation in Federal waters. These
changes are not only acceptable, they
actually enhance the bill. In fact, I
wish I had thought of them myself.

Reauthorizing the Striped Bass Act
has been a long process. Fortunately,
as William Woods of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony said in 1635, men are soon
wearied with other fish, yet they never
are with bass.

I strongly urge all of my colleagues
to vote yes on H.R. 1658 with the im-
provements adopted by the other body.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KILDEE. First of all, Madam
Speaker, I would like to commend the
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
SAXTON] for his diligent work in this
area, and I rise in strong support of
this legislation.

The remarkable recovery of the
striped bass fishery a little more than
a decade after the passage of the origi-
nal Striped Bass Conservation Act is
truly a success story, demonstrating
that conservation can work, and,
again, I think we all are grateful to Mr.
SAXTON for his deep interest and dili-
gence in pursuing this.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for his kind words. Madam
Speaker, at this time I have, as far as
I know, no additional speakers, and so
with just one thought I am prepared to
yield back the balance of my time.

I was made aware earlier today that
there is a regulatory problem off the
shores of Massachusetts that relates to
Nantucket and the State waters there
and the Federal waters through which
fishermen must pass on their way back
to the mainland.

I understand that there is a regu-
latory issue, and I have talked with the
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
KENNEDY] about this issue, and we both
have agreed that we will try our best in
the first couple of months of 1998 to
deal with the National Marine Fish-
eries Service relative to these issues.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, tonight I rise in
strong support of H.R. 1658, the Atlantic
Striped Bass Conservation Act Amendments.
The remarkable recovery of the striped bass
fishery, a little more than a decade after the
passage of the original Striped Bass Con-
servation Act, is a success story, demonstrat-
ing that fish conservation can work.

For the last three decades, Atlantic striped
bass stocks have been declining due to over-
fishing, pollution, habitat destruction and other
factors. Recently, however, the Atlantic striped
bass stocks have grown and are slowly return-
ing to their previous abundance. Many Atlantic
Coast states have recognized the significance
of this growth and understand the pressure
that commercial fishing interests may have on
breeding stocks. In response, states such as
New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and
Georgia, and several others, have passed
gamefish laws or have prohibited the Atlantic
striped bass commercial angling.

The management program established
under this Act was, at the time of its inception
in 1984, unique. It relies on the states to de-
velop regulations for their waters that are con-
sistent with the Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission’s management plan for
striped bass. If the state fails in its efforts, a
federal moratorium is imposed. This plan was
so successful, that last year the Commission
declared the striped bass to be fully recov-
ered. Today, the fish are being found in record
numbers up and down the coast.

Mr. Speaker, as I previously stated, striped
bass populations were placed in jeopardy due
to severe over-harvesting. Support of this leg-
islation would allow us to better understand
striped bass stock and management plans that
not only benefit the striped bass stock, but the
striped bass fishing community as well. Fur-
thermore, these amendments increase public
participation in the preparation of striped bass
management plans. This fishery is one of the
most important fisheries for marine rec-
reational anglers. In 1995, over a million an-
glers made almost seven million trips and
nearly spent 160 million dollars in pursuit of
this fish. We must support this legislation and
ensure that over a decade striped bass con-
servation and restoration is not erased.

Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by

the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
SAXTON] that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to H.R. 1658.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate amendments were concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 1658.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.
f

PROVIDING FOR DIVISION, USE,
AND DISTRIBUTION OF JUDG-
MENT FUNDS OF THE OTTAWA
AND CHIPPEWA INDIANS

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendments numbered 1
through 60, 62 and 63, and disagree to
the Senate amendment numbered 61 to
the bill (H.R. 1604) to provide for the di-
vision, use, and distribution of judg-
ment funds of the Ottawa and Chip-
pewa Indians of Michigan pursuant to
dockets numbered 18–E, 58, 364 and 18–
R before the Indian Claims Commis-
sion.

The Clerk read as follows:
Senate amendments:
Page 2, before line 1 insert:

TITLE I—DIVISION, USE, AND DISTRIBU-
TION OF JUDGMENT FUNDS OF THE OT-
TAWA AND CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF
MICHIGAN
Page 2, line 1, strike out ‘‘SECTION 1’’ and

insert ‘‘SEC. 101’’.
Page 2, line 2, strike out ‘‘Act’’ and insert

‘‘title’’.
Page 2, line 3, strike out ‘‘2’’ and insert

‘‘102’’.
Page 2, line 9, strike out ‘‘Tribe’’ and in-

sert ‘‘Band’’.
Page 3, line 9, strike out ‘‘Act’’ and insert

‘‘title’’.
Page 3, line 14, strike out ‘‘3’’ and insert

‘‘103’’.
Page 3, line 15, strike out ‘‘Act’’ and insert

‘‘title’’.
Page 4, line 13, strike out ‘‘6’’ and insert

‘‘106’’.
Page 4, line 16, strike out ‘‘4’’ and insert

‘‘104’’.
Page 4, line 23, strike out ‘‘10’’ and insert

‘‘110’’.
Page 6, line 13, strike out ‘‘10’’ and insert

‘‘110’’.
Page 7, line 23, strike out ‘‘Act’’ and insert

‘‘title’’.
Page 7, line 24, strike out ‘‘10’’ and insert

‘‘110’’.
Page 8, line 3, strike out ‘‘5’’ and insert

‘‘105’’.
Page 8, line 9, strike out ‘‘4’’ and insert

‘‘104’’.
Page 8, line 13, strike out ‘‘7’’ and insert

‘‘107’’.
Page 8, line 15, strike out ‘‘4’’ and insert

‘‘104’’.
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